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McNamara; August 6, 1 c ;l 

page 6 


The attack of August 2, you will recall, was by three North Viet- 
namese patrol boats against the destroyer Maddox operating m 
the Gulf of Tonkin between Hainan Island at the A or th Vietnamese 
coast in international waters between -o and 30 niilcs o • >• • 

Three PT boats attacked the Maddox, launched torpedoes against 
it: Maddox returned fire with her 5-inch guns, belies ed they es io\cc 
one of the boats, the other two were destroyed either by the Madaox 
or tho carrier Ticonderoga’s planes which you can see positioned soutn 
of Hainan Island. 


page 7 , 8 


The first incident occurred on August 2. It concerned the USS MADDOX, 
one of onr destroyer? engaged in a routine patrol in International waters otUtc 
Gulf of Tonkin o(T the North Viet Nam coast. At about noon, when the iMAUUUA 
was about .'10 miles from the roast, she reported that three torpedo boats were on a 
southerly course heading toward the ship at a ranee of over MJ miles. , 

Two hours later, at. approximately 2:40 P.M., tlic MADDOX was apptoacncd 
by a high speed — 4f> to 50 knot — craft. She reported that the apparent mien. ion 
of this craft was to conduct a torpedo attack and that she intended to open lire in 
self-defense if necessary. She was attacked by tho three IT craft at :0o .1.. i. 
She opened fire with her five-inch battery after three warning shots faded lo slow- 
down the attackers. The PTs continued their closing maneuvers, and U vo of the; 
PTs closed to 5,000 yards, each firing one torpedo. The iMAUUUA channel 

course in an evasive move and the two torpedoes passed on the starboard side at 

a distance of 100 to 200 yards. . , _ cn „ f L nnP i 

The USS T1CONDEKOGA, which was operating in waters to the southcaot 


WM S FT 'moved up lo the beam of the MADDOX and received la dbg 
hit by a five-inch round; at the same tune it ( Iroppcj a 


of the DD J tev n i«a. The third PT remained dead in the water 

aCtcr thcd^ect hitbV Urn MADDOX. At 3:20 P.M., the cngagernen : tennmated 
and the aircraft escorted the MADDOX southward on its patrol course. 
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Wheeler; August 6, 1964 
pages 20, 21 


Senator L vusciie. I want to pot clear in the record and in my own 
mM exacts wlmt happened m the 2d. The testimony oven thus 
far indicates that- the Maddox reported hostile patrol vessels to som 
superior office and that- it believed that those patrol vessels vver 

intent upon hostile action. . fi,- 

Do the records of the vessels show a communication . from the 
Maddox to a superior officer stating that they arc being followed and 
that it looked as if hostile action would take P!£ce. 

Secretary McNamara. T think General Wheeler can answer 
whether the higher headquarters snow that. , 

General Wheeler. The records of higher headquarters do show 
a stream of communications, a continuous stream of reports, from the 
Maddox back to the task force commander who was on the Iwon^roffa. 
What actually happened was that on 3:50, 

the 2d the Maddox was approached by three Nor^h Vietnamese 
motor ’torpedo boats with tho apparent intention of launching a 
torpedo attack. That is when the Maddox retired to the east at 27 \ 

ktl Thc torpedo boats came on after her and she got within 9,000 yards 
which was at 4:0S eastern standard time, the Maddox fire three 
warning shots from a 5-inch battery. , 

Senator Lausche. That is not what I want. I want to know n 
your records show a communication; that is, the Maddox reporting 
to the Ticondcroga that it looked as though they are going to be sub- 
jected to an attack. 

General WnEELER. That is correct. ^ ,, ... 

Senator Lausche. That would prove the Maddox did not precipi- 
tate the thing but was awaiting instructions from the Txconderoga. 
General Wheeler. That is correct, sir. . . 

Not only that, Senator, we not only have a communication record 
but the fact that the Maddox turned to the eastward and proceeded 


out to sea. 

Senator Lausche. To avoid? „ 

General Wheeler. To avoid any contact with hostile 1 I boats. 
Senator Lausche. Then the Maddox did nothing until it was 

actually fired upon? . . . , 

General Wheeler. Fired three warning shots when theso r 1 boats 
approached within 0,000 yards, That was the first action, sir. 

Secretary Rusk. Despite the warning shots, t he PT boats continued 
to close at a high speed. 

Senator Lausche. Continued to close? 

According to your reports the torpedoes wore set. into motion and it 
was then that vou began your firing. . . 

General Wheeler. That is correct, sir. They came within 5,000, 
two of them, PT boats came up within 5,000 yards away and 
launched torpedoes which the Maddox evaded by changing her course. 


* 


i 
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McNamara; February 20, 1 96S 
pages 9, 10 


On the 2d of August lflfif, the U.S.S. M add or. was engaged in a 
|»ntrnl in infernal ional waters in the Gulf of Tonkin. At no time dur- 
in^ tin* ••riinhuM of lwr patrnl did Maddox depart front international 
waters, or engage in any hostile net. Vet, while she was 2S miles from 
the coast of North Vietnam, on a course away from the coast, Maddox 
was attacked by three North Vietnamese torpedo boats. At least three 
torpedoes were directed by the boats at the Maddox, as well as 
niachinegun fire. The Maddox avoided all torpedoes and. together 
with aircraft arriving on the scene from the U.S.S. Tlcondcroga , re- 
pelled the attack and sank or damaged the attacking cruft. 

The attack on Maddox took place in daylight. North Vietnamese 
reports of their plans had previously been obtained from an intelli- 
gence source. The attacking craft were clearly seen by Maddox per- 
sonnel and were photographed. The launching of the torpedoes by 
these PT boats was also observed as were the torpedo wakes passing 
near Maddox. J[achinegnn fire from the attackers was also observed 
and, indeed, ope bullet was recovered — it is in our possession and I 
have it here this morning if you wish to inspect it. 

This was an unprovoked attack on a ship of the United States on 
the high seas. Nevertheless, no reprisal by the United States was 
undertaken. The Maddox , fortunately, had* avoided significant, dam- 
age, itself, and inflicted damage on the attackers. Since no rational 
motive for the attack was apparent, wc believed it possible that it had 
resulted from a miscalculation or an impulsive act of a local com- 
mander. After the second attack, the. chairman commented in Sen- 
ate debate that I had stated, after the first attack on the Maddox , 
that. I did not expect it to be repeated. He also noted that this showed 
now wrong I was. 
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McNamara, August 6, 1964 
page 7 > 


I reported on Monday in my briefings to the Congress that I 
believed this to be an isolated incident, perhaps a miscalculation or 
misunderstanding by the North Vietnamese, and we did not anticipate 
it would be repeated. 

Contrary to my estimate it was repeated on August 4 at which 
time between three and six North Vietnamese patrol boats attacked 
the Maddox, and the Turner Joy which had been sent to accompany it 
on its patrol course. 

At this time the vessels were about GO miles of? the coast of North 
Vietnam. The attack occurred at night. It appeared to be a 
deliberate attack in the nature of an ambush. 

Torpedoes were launched, automatic weapons fire was directed 
against the vessels. They returned the fire. Aircraft from the 
Ticondcroya and by this time the Constellation which had been 
brought down [deleted] to support the Ticonderoya , were sent over 
the vessels and returned the patrol boat’s fire. 

We believe that two of the patrol boats were destroyed ns a result 
of the fire. Engagement was broken o IT after 2 to 3 hours of nre. 
The meetings in Washington you are familiar with, the following day. 

The President decided that this deliberate attack, and it was 
clearly a deliberate attack, a preplanned attack, required a military 
response. We, therefore, launched in the -daylight hours about noon- 
time local time about midnight on August 5, 12:30 in the morning 
August 5, against the bases from which these boats had come, against 
the boats themselves, and against certain support facilities, particu- 
larly a petroleum depot at Vinh; 04 sorties were directed against 
these targets. We believe that about 25 boats were damaged or 
destroyed, certain shore facilities were destroyed. About 90 percent 
of the Vinh petroleum depot which contains about 10 percent of the 
total storage capacity of petroleum in North Vietnam was destroyed. 

We think there were very few civilian casualties because these 
bases and the depot were in isolated portions of North Vietnam. 

Our losses were two aircraft destroyed, two pilots lost, and two 
aircraft very slightly damaged. 

The patrol is being resumed and will continue its normal course 
southward in the Gulf of Tonkin. 
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The patrol was also uncvcntul during mo.st of the daylight hours ofTuesday, 
August 4. In the early evening of August *1, however, the MADDOX reported 
radar contact with unidentified surface vessels who worts paralleling its track and 
the track of the TU UN IS It JOY. It was 7:-l0 P.M. when the MADDOX reported 
that, from actions being taken by those unidentified vessels, an attack by them 
appeared imminent. At this time the MADDOX was heading southeast near 
the center of the Gulf of Tonkin in International waters approximately Go miles 
from the nearest land. 

The MADDOX at S :GG P.M. established new radar contact with two unidenti- 
fied surface vessels and three unidentified aircraft. At this time, U.S. lighter 
aircraft were launched from the TICONDEUOGA to rendezvous with the 
MADDOX and the TIT UNIS 11 .10 V to provide protection against possible 
attack from the unidentified vessels and aircraft, in accordance with the Presi- 
dent's previously issued directives. .Shortly thereafter, trie MADDOX reported 
that the unidentified aircraft had disappeared from its radar screen and that the 
surface vessels wore remaining at a distance. The aircraft from the 
TICONDEUOOA arrived and commenced defensive patrol o%'cr the MADDOX 
and the TURNER JOY. 

At 0:30 P.M., additional unidentified vessels were observed on the MADDOX 
radar, and these vessels began to close rapidly on the destroyer patrol at speeds 
in excess of 40 knots. The attacking craft continued to close rapidly from the 
west and south and the MADDOX reported that their intentions were evaluated 
as hostile. The destroyers reported at 0:52 P.M. that they- were under continuous 
torneclo attack and were engaged in defensive countcrfirc. 

Within the next hour, the destroyers relayed messages stating that they had,, 
avoided a number of torpedoes, that they had been under repeated attack, and that 

they had sunk two of the attacking craft. By Midnight local time, the destroyers 
reported that, even though many torpedoes had been fired at them, they had 
suffered no hits nor casualties and that the defensive aircraft from the 
TICONDEUOOA were illuminating the area and attacking the enemy surface 
craft. Shortly thereafter, they reported that at least- two enemy craft had been 
sunk although low ceilings continued to hamper the aircraft operations. The 
TURNER JOY reported that during the engagement, in addition to the torpedo 
attack, she was fired upon by automatic weapons while being illuminated by 
searchlights. 

Finally, after more than two hours under attack, the destroyers reported at 
1:30 A.M. that the attacking craft had apparently broken off the engagement. 

The deliberate and unprovoked nature of the attacks at* locations that were 
indisputably in international waters compelled the President and his priucipal 
advisers to conclude that a prompt and firm military response was required. 
Accordingly, the President decided that air action, in reply to the unprovoked 
attacks, should be taken against gunboats and certain supporting facilities in 
North Vietnam which had been used in the hostile operations. On Tuesday 
evening, after consulting with Congressional leadership, he so informed the 
American people. 

The United States military response was -Carefully planned and effectively 
carried out. The U.S. air strikes began approximately at noon Wednesday local 
time against North Vietnamese FT and gun boats, their bases and support facili- 
ties. These reprisal attacks, carried out by naval aircraft of the United States 
Seventh Fleet from the carriers TICONDEUOOA and CONSTELLATION, 
were limited in scale — their primary targets being the weapons against which 
our patrolling destroyers had been forced to defend* themselves twice in the prior 
72 hours. 

Specifically, our naval air forces launched G4 attack sorties against 4 North 
Vietnamese patrol boat bases and their boats and against a major supporting oil 
storage depot. Strike reports indicate that all targets were severely hit, in par- 
ticular the petroleum installation where 10% of North Vietnam's petroleum storage 
capacity was 90% destroyed. Smoke was observed rising to 14,000 feet. Some 
2o North Vietnamese patrol boats were destroyed or damaged. 

Our losses were two aircraft destroyed and two damaged. One of the pilots is 
believed to have crashed with his plane between two PT craft he had under attack. 
Another pilot reported that he wan ejecting from his downed aircraft. His 
whereabouts is at present listed as unknown. 

In view of the unprovoked and deliberate attacks in international waters on our 
naval vessels and bearing in mind that the best way to deter escalation is to be 
prepared for it, the President and his principal advisers concluded that additional 
precautionary measures were required in Southeast Asia. Certain military de- 
ployments to the area are therefore now underway. These include: 

a. Transfer of an attack carrier group from the Pacific Coast to the Western 
Pacific; 

b. Movement of interceptor and fighter bomber aircraft into South Vietnam; 

c. Movement of fighter bomher aircraft inlo Thailand; * 

d. Transfer of interceptor and fighter bomber squadrons from the United States 
to advance bases in the Pacific; 

e. Movement of an antisubmarine force into the South China Sea; 

f. The alerting and reading for movement of selected Army and Marine forces. 

In the meantime, U.S. destroyers with protective air cover as needed, continue 

■-their patrol in tUo 4ntcma*«onal waters of the .C-.df cf Tc-aJkv u. 

The moves we have taken to reinforce our forces in the Pacific arc in my judg- 
ment sufficient for the time being. Other reinforcing steps can bo taken very 
rapidly if the situation requires. 

This concludes my descriptions of the two deliberate and unprovoked North 
Vietnamese attacks on U.S. naval vessels on the high *ca?; of the United States 
reprisal against the offending boats, their bases and related facilities and of the 
precautionary deployment and alerting stop3 we have taken to guard against any 
eventuality. ■ 1 
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Senator Lat;sche. Now then, on August 4, you again have the 
Maddox supposedly reporting nid:ir contact with unidentified surface 
vessels who wen* paralleling its track nml the track of the Turner Joy. 

Secretary Mr Nam aiia. That is correct. 

Senator Lai*. sc he. To whom was that report made by the Maddox ? 

Secretary McNamara. That was made by the Ticondcroy a and, 
of course, transmitted to higher headquarters, CincPac and Washing- 
ton ns well. ° 

Senator Lauschf. Then at 7:40 p.m., the Maddox reported again to 
headquarters that from the actions bein<j taken by those unidentified 
vessels an attack by them appeared imminent? 

Secretary McNamara. That is correct. 

Senator Lauschf. Now, at this time the Maddox was heading south- 
east near the center of the Gulf of Tonkin in international waters ap- 
proximately 65 miles from the nearest land; S:3G Maddox again 
established radar contact with two items by vessels. It still did 
nothing, is that correct? 

Secretary McNamara. That is correct. * 
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~ page 10, U' 

It was within this context that we received, at about 0:20 Wash- 
ington time on the morning of August 4, information from an intel- 
ligence source that North Vietnamese naval forces had been ordered 
to attack the patrol. 

Soon thereafter reports from the Maddox were received that the 
patrol was being approached, by high speed surface radar contacts 
and that an attack appeared imminent. Other amplifying messages 
quickly followed and by about 11 a.m., wc received a flash report that 
our destroyers, then located some GO to GO miles from the coast of North 
Vietnam, were actually under attack. During this same time, intelli- 
gence sources reported that North Vietnamese vessels stated they had 
our shins under attack. Throughout the remainder of the morning 
and early afternoon, Hash message reports of the engagement, some 
ambiguous and some conflicting, continued to pour in. Frequent 
telephone contact was maintained with the commander in chief of 
the Pacific Fleet, Hawaii. The President was kept informed of these 
developments. 

During this period, I had a series of meetings with my chief civil- 
ian and military advisers in which the apparent ambiguities and con- 
tradictions in flic reports were examined and reconciled to our satis- 
faction. We identified and refined various options for a response to 
the attack, to be presented to the President. Among these options 
was the air strike against the attacking boats and their associated 
bases, which option was eventually selected. As the options wore iden- 
tified, preliminary messages were sent to appropriate operational com- 
manders alerting them to the several possibilities so that initial plan- 
ning steps could be undertaken. 

In the early afternoon, the National Security Council met, at 
which time wc briefed the participants, including the President, on 
the available details of the attack. Shortly thereafter, having received 
the advice of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, we recommended to the Pres- 
ident, and he approved, a response consisting of an air strike on the 
PT and Swatow boat bases and* their associated facilities. During all 
of this time, the message reports of the engagement from the ships, 
plus other information of a very highly classified nature received dur- 
ing the attack, were being reviewed to eliminate any doubt that an 
attack on the destroyers in fart omired. 

For example, I saw a message from the onscene task group com- 
mander which expressed doubts as to the validity of many of tho 
sonar reports. I discussed this message by telephone with the com- 
mander in chief. Pacific, and in formed him that, although we would 
continue, with the. preparations, the reprisal strike would not. be 
executed until wc were absolutely positive, of the attack. Tie of course 
agreed and in a later telephone call informed me thiit he was satisfied, 
from all the reports he had on hand, that an attack oil our ships had 
taken place. 

Finally, at about r»:0Q p.m., Washington time, the message to 
execute the strike was transmitted by the commander in chief. Pacific. 

Those are the essential details. To recapitulate, on August 2, one 
of our destroyers was attacked by North Vietnamese naval forces 
without provocation while on patrol on the high seas. Since the. de- 
stroyer had suffered no damage, and had repulsed and damaged her 
attackers, and since tho possibility seemed to exist that the incident 
was an isolated act, no^ further military response was made. North 
Vietnam was warned tuc next day, however, of the w irrave conse- 
quences which would inevitably follow” another such attack. Further- 
more, the President announced that the patrol would continue and 
would consist of two destroyers. The next night, the two destroyers 
were also attacked without provocation on .the high seas , hr -North 
Vietnamese naval forces. ■ ’ 

When these facts were established to the complete satisfaction of 
niL responsible authorities, wo responded with an air strike on the 
facilities which supported the attacking vessels. 
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'was Tin:i:r. a second attack? 

Xnw, ( hi nil v, was there indeed a second at tank? 

I know of no claim that I lie at lack on Maddox on August 2 did not 
occur. As for the. second attack, the incident occurred on a very dark, 
moonless, overcast night. As would ho expected under these conditions, 
some uncertainty existed, and to this day exists, atxmt sonic of the 
precise details of the attack. Hut there should he no uncertainty about, 
the fact that an attack took place. The evidence pertaining to the 
incident is reviewed in the following paragraphs. ■ 

On the evening of August -l, 1064, Task Group i2.1 consisting of 
U.S.S. Maddox and U.S.’S. Turner Joy, with COXlDESDtV 102 em- 
barked in Maddox and acting as CTCr 72. 1, was proceeding on an 
easterly course in the. Gulf of Tonkin at a speed of 20 knots. At aoout 
7:40 p.m., Tonkin Gulf time, 1 the task group commander, Capt. J. J. 
Herrick, USX, observed on the surface search radar at. least, live con- 
tacts, which he. evaluated as probable, torpedo bouts, located about 00 
miles to the northeast of the two ships. At 7:46 p.m., Mod dor and 
Turner Joy changed course to 130 and increased speed to 2S knots to 
avoid what the task group commander had evaluated as a trap. 

Shortly after 0 p.m., both ships’ radars held contacts approximately 
14 miles to the east. These contacts were on course 160. speed 30 knots. 
At thar. time the two TJ.S. ships were approximately 60 miles from the 
North Vietnamese coast. 

At about 0:31) p.m., both Maddox and Turner Joy opened fire on the 
approaching era ft when it wan evident from (heir maneuvers that they 

were pressing in for attack positions. At about this time, the boats were 
at a range of 6,000 yards from J [addon when the radar tracking indi- 
cated that the contact had turned away and begun to open in range. 
Torpedo noises were then heard by the Mculdox $ sonar. A report of 
the torpedo noise was immediately passed to the Turner J oy by inter- 
ship radio and both ships took evasive action to avoid the torpedo. 

REPORTS OF EYEWITNESSES 


A torpedo wake was then sighted passing abeam Turner Joy from 
aft to forward, approximately 300 feet to port, on the same bearing 
as that reported bv Maddox . This sighting was made by at least four 
of Turner Joys topside personnel: the forward gun director officer, 
Lt. (jg.) John J. Barry, USNR; the. port lookout, Edwin R. Scutch 
SX, USX: by a seaman who was in the forward cun director with the 
director officer, Larry O. Litton, SX, USX; and bv a seaman who 
was operator of the after gun director, Roger ^ . Berglanch SX, uoM 
At about 10 :24 p.m., one target was taken under lire by Turner J oy, 
Numerous hits were observed on this target and it disappeared fiom »J1 
radars. The commanding officer and other Turner Joy personnel ob- 
served a thick column of black smoke, from this target. 

Later, 10:47 p.m., during the attack a searchlight was observed by 
all signal bridge and maneuvering bridge personnel including the 
commanding officer of U.S.3. Turner Joy . The beam of the searchligtit 
did not touch the ship, but was seen to swing in an arc toward Turner 
Joy and was immediately extinguished when aircraft from the combat 
air patrol orbiting above the ships approached the vienutv o, tne 
searchlight. (Walter L. Shishim, QMCS, USX; Richard B. Johnson, 
Sill, USX : Richard D. Xooks. QM 3, USX : Richard XL Bacmo, SM2, 
USX; and Garv D. Carroll, SM3, USX, stationed on the Turner Jdy s 
signal bridge all made written statements that they sighted the 

searchlight.) , t m 

The silhouette o f an attacking boat was seen by at least four Turner 
Jo ; y personnel when the boat came between the Hayes dropped bvan 
aircraft and the ship. When these tour men were nsivcdto skcTcu wivit 
they had seen, fhev accurately sketched lM-typc boats. (None or tne 
four had ever seen" a picture of a B-l boat before). (Donald V. oonr- 
kev, B M3, USX : Kenneth E. Garrison. SX.T-SX : Deluer Jones, GXIG 
SX, USX, and Arthur B. Anderson. FT SX, G3X, are tne four per- 
sonnel from the Turner Joy who sighted the boat.) 
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In addition to the above, a gunnel's mate second class stationed 
aft of the signal bridge aboard U.S.S. Maddox saw the outline of a 
boat which was silhouetted by the light of a burst from the 3-inch 
projectile fired at it. (Jose R. San Augustin GMG2, USX.) 

The commanding officer of Attach Squadron 52 from the Tlcon - P a g e 16 
deroga (Comdr. G. II. Edmondson, USX) and his wingmau {Lt. J. A. 

Burton), while flying at altitudes of between TOO and 1,500 feet in the 
vicinity of the two destroyers at the time of the torpedo attack both 
sighted gun flashes on the surface of the water as well as light antiair- 
craft bursts at their approximate altitude. On one pass over the two 
destroyers, both pilots positively sighted a “snakey” high speed wake 
1% miles ahead of the lead destroyer, T7.S.S. Maddox . 


Two U.S. Marine Corps personnel who were manning maohineguns 
on U.S.S. Maddox saw lights pass up the port side of the ship, go out page 1 7 
ahead, and pass down the starboard side, iheir written scatumi'uu 
serts their belief that this was one or more small boats at high speed. 

(These were Matthew B. Allasre, SGT, USMC, and Da\ id A. I rout\, 

L/C PL, USMC.) 

INTELLIGENCE REFOIITS 

In addition to the above, intelligence reports received from a highly 
classified and unimpeachable source reported that North v letnam uas 
making preparations to attack our destroyers with two Swatow boats 
and with one PT boat if the PT could be made read}’ in time. The same 
source reported, while the engagement was in progress on August 4, 
that the attack was underway. Immediately after the attack ended, the 
source reported that the North A ictnamcse lost two ships m the 

engagement. . 

No one within the Department of Defense has reviewed all of this 
information without arriving at- the unqualified conclusion that a deter- 
mined attack was made on the Maddox and Turner Joy in the Tonkin 
Gulf on tlic night of August 4, 100-4, 1 ice Adm. Roy L. Johnson, 

USN, commander of the U.S. 7th Fleet at the time, stated in his 
review of the combined chronology and track charts submitted by the 
task group commander: 

Commander. Seventh Fleet, is convinced bejond any (lonbt that Maddox and 
Turner Joy were subjected to an unprovoked surface torpedo attack on the night 
of 4 August 1004. 

Adm. T. H. Moorer, then commander in chief, Pacific Fleet, con- 
curred in that appraisal. 

In Washington, the Director of the Joint Staff, Lt. Gen. David A. 

Burchinal, USAF, analyzed the incoming information from message 
traffic, with the assistance of the Joint- Staff. He then gave his evalua- 
tion to the Secretary of Defense: u The actuality of the attack is 
confirmed.” 

In the face of this evidence, I can only conclude that many of 
the persistent questions as to whether or not an attack took place must 
have arisen from confusion between the August 4 attack and an- 
other incident which occurred on the ISth of September 1WU; that is, 
about 45 clays later. At that time, the. U.S. destroyers .V orfon and 
Edwards were patrolling, at night, in the Gulf of Tonkin, and initially 
reported themselves under attack. While the ensuing situation reports 
indicated the probability of hostile craft in the area of the patrol, 
it was decided at both* the Washington and field command levels 
that no credible evidence of an attack existed. It should be noted that 
the intelligence source that confirmed the attacks of August 2 and 4 
provided no evidence of any enemy action on September IS. In view 
of our unresolved doubts,* no retaliatory action was token. Many 
individuals who were not aware of all of the facts about all three 
incidents, that is, August 2 and 4. and September IS, have made the 
mistaken assumption "that descriptions of the September IS incident 
wore referring to the second Tonkin Gulf incident. Aware of the 
negative findings on September IS, they have mistakenly assumed that 
there is serious "doubt as to whether the ^second” Tonkin Gulf attack 
m f;u*t took place. 

As a final point on this issue, U.S. naval forces in the J Va years which page 1 8 
have elapsed since the. August lWH incidents have captured several 
North Vietnamese naval personnel. These personnel were extensively 
interrogated. One of those, captured in July lOfitl, stated he had taken 
parr in the Amru-r *2, attack on the Maddox, and his account of 
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. ivi jLVdxiici x <± ' r eoru 

tlx ; xt attack coincided with our uiwervsuiou* ilo nrnFn^wi J , , 

edo-e of flic August 4 attack and said that lie believed that PT boats 
were not involved in that attack. He stated that Su-aro vs LnW 

f L iar U k disclaimer of I«T aAicipat o l eon- 

tiad.cfcu by information received from a later captive. V \|\ 
namoso naval officer captured in J.iiv 1D0T provi le 1 t he 2 „f Ilf; 
commander of a PT squadron. In intelligence reports ^received inufie 
cliateh nrter Hie August 4 attack, this commander and Ids smndron 
were identified by name- and number as participants. ^ 

SVmriF.XT ZVIOE.VCK AVAILADr.K TO SUm>RT CO.VCLCSION- 

d e n e e' av a dal ! K It S'*? "’"Y '° e0,ul aftack » «»ro sufficient evi- 
«en. e .ua.lablc at flic time of our response to support, this conclusion’ 

Some of the details cited above, particularlv the statements of eve 
saMim ' cI immediately after the attack, hr d not 
orrWo C 1 ^ :lSll Tc i !, l 'f thc t J me tIl!lt H»e reprisal air strikes were 
SLS l‘, l n ’ curw ■ ' " ‘'m' 1 ’! "'^"'niationn was in the hands of te Presi- 
clent however, to establish beyond anv doubt then or now that Vn 
attack liac. faken place. Allow me to repeat again that information- 

rlnssifipd and unimpeachable na- 
tuie ici.eivcd shortly before the engagement, stating that North Viet- 
nanieso naval forces intended to attack the Maddox and Turner .Jov 

*SS?, f T i 16 S U i PS fI, - at thcir n ' (1:u ' s indicated they were bmim 
shadow cd by hijrh spred surface vessel?, J ° 

Reports from thc ships that they were being approached bv thc 
Iugh speed vessels and an attack appeared imminent. * 

Reports from thc ships that they were under attack, 
mir r ^J olt ., fl ’ 0 ' n fcI ,‘ c s]li P s searchlight illumination had been 
been^observed? !lft,iekin, ' r ( ‘ n,ft an<1 that £"" f,re against, the patrol had 

tl A l ;r i V h f, two tor l?. e . r,ocs had passed close to the Turner Joy and 
that theie had been positive visual sightings of what appeared to be 
cockpit lights of patrol craft passing near the Maddox P 

^es 

tIiS?f\he f Skh!g^f ,PS that thC7 had SUnk tTV ° and possibl « v 

hnfl»!SS li f? nc ” «P°rt Hlatinff Hint North Vietnamese naval forces 
nacl reported losing two ships in the engagement. 

hit rt?? A froni i th ? °P S ^ task group commander that he was cer- 
tain that the ambush had taken place, although precise details of the 
engagement, were still not known. 

A report from flic commander in chief, Pacific, that lie had no doubt 
rimr. mi n track had occurred. 

All of this in format inn was available prior lo the time the Executive 
on lor was issued. 

As a final point, I must address the suggestion that, in some wav, 
the (rovernment of the United .States indm-ed thoiiu-ideur. on An mist 
4 with the intent of providing an excuse to take the retaliatory acTion 
wlucli we m fact took. I can only characterize such insinuations as 
monstrous. 

The effective repulsion of the August 1 attack on the Jfm(do.r with 
relatively high cost to thc small North Vietnamese Navy. coupled with 
cur protest which clearly and unequivocally warned of the serious con- 
seniieiioes of a recurrence, made us confident that another attack was 
unlikely, ihe published order of the President that the dest rovers 
slioukl continue to assert the right of the freedom of the seas iu'thc 
hu! r of loiikin, and setting forth tliei-ompositiun of I he patrol, should 
nave served to avoid any further misunderstanding. As the patrol re- 
sumed the ships were ordered to remain II miles from the eoa.-tlin" in 
lieu ot I he S miles ordered on the previous patrols, hardlv indicative 
pt ait intent to induce juioi her attack. As a mailer of fact, on theic own 
initiative the two ships approached the coastline no closer than 1(> 
mi is dining their patrol. Ion beyond that, I find it inc'iuroivahle that 
anyone even remotely familiar with our swetv and .-v>tem of Hov- 
el uniont con hi suspect, t ho existence of a consol raw which would in- 
clude ahim.rt.ifnot all, die entire chain of m.litarv command in the 
t aedic, the (.bain nan of tho Joint Chiefs of Staff* die Joint Chiefs, 
a ;- c i'w. i "’y 01 P\ A 11 '* 0 ’ : . UR l k,s ( ’b’-ef civilian assistants, the Secre- 

t.in of Stale, aiul the President of die United States. 


page 19 


COPY LBd LIBRARY’ 




COPY LBt) LIBRARY! 


Ds Soto Patrols 


McNamaray February 20, 1965 
pages 12, 13 


First, was die patrol in fact for legitimate purposes? 

Patrols of the nature at those carried ou bv J/ c.riJox and Turner 
Joy were initiated in the western Pacific in 10C2. They were carried 
out. in international waters a*cng tiic coastlines of Communist coun- 
tries in that. area. Thrvwore open patrols and no hostile actions were 
ever taken by the "0.3. forces involved. Provocative actions were 
avoided Tho purpose was to learn what we could of military activity 
and environ mental centurions m those parts of (he world, operating’ 
in waters where wo had every legal right to be. The primary purpose 
of the Maddox was to observe Forth Vietnamese, naval activity in 
those waters, in viewer I he evidence wo had of infiltration by sea by 
North Vietnam into South \ ietnam. Other secondary purposes were 
area fn miliar izjytion and observation by visual and electronic means of 
any other activity of military interest. TTe had the undisputed right 
to do this. In view of our assistance to South Vietnam, such observa- 
tions were needed. 

The suggestion has appeared incidentally that because J (addox, 
prior to commencement of its patrol, took abroad certain communica- 
tions equipment, with personnel to operate this equipment, its patrol 
had some different and presumably more sinister purpose thou others 
which had preceded it. This is simply not true. The mission of observa- 
tion which I have outlined was to bo fulfilled with the regularly in- 
stalled equipment of the ships. The extra equipment brought abroad 
Maddox consisted in essence of standard shipboard radio receivers 
added to the ship’s normal complement of such receivers in order to 
give an added capability for decocting indications of a possible hostile 
attack on the patrol. 

a The Congress, at the time of the debates on the Tonkin Gulf resolu- 
tion, was aware that visual and electronic surveillance of the area was 
one of the purposes served by the Do Soto patrol. Any suggestion 
.now that the installation of passive radio receiving equipment changed 
the essential nature of the patrol is unwarranted. 

I might add that virtually all of the De Soto patrols, since their 
commencement in I0G2, had been outfitted with similar equipment for 
the same primarily defensive purposes. 

Second, were the. attacks unprovoked? 

Senator Muxut. Arc you defining the De Soto patrol ? 

Secretary McNamara. The term as I am using it here refers to the 
patrols in the Tonkin Gulf of which this was the fourth, one having 
occurred in 1PG2, one in 10f»3, and the third in the early part of 100-k 
and the fourth in August IfiG-k Actually it is a generic term covering 
a broader range of patrols in the western Pacific but as used in this 
paper it refers to the feur patrols in the Tonkin Gul f. 
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Second, were the attacks luipvovnked'? nroV okcd tlic attacks by 

TlM 1 

on its patrol since .Tu.yol. At n . waters. It had been in- 
dict the Maddox depart from mten^t ^ * u no clo * cr than S 

structcd to. approach thehoih ^ ' c ^ c ^ c ^^ thau 4 nwllic al miles, 
nautical miles and any oflshon j ,1a id no c J « tn W hen the patrol 
Maddox adhered scrupulous* to tli^e u re instructed to 
resumed with Mnadox and 1 Thc^e instructions also were 

recmphasiifed St ’the clo« of the 1000 Convention on Law of the Sea 

in Geneva. -enorted in the. press that the 

There have, however, been statement* .epe " l m l tcrrit orml. 

Mndrlox entered mto: waters dnintod b\ ttn - . - ^ Au t 

Such slatemciits have no ‘xorth Vietnamese Government 

10G4 Tonkin Gulf incidents did the -Notch '-.c Nouth yiet- 

claim a width of tomtom Oovonimont, which adhered 


North Vietnam incxccssnio . , V lu J P.mihorlin a sifter si 


mg 

nam 



leauuiuuo^ w — ; z . 

leave the high seas and outer areas claimed by thcJSoith \ letnamese 

or recognized by the United States as na.ion.i w a -- practical 

Ths Question might be asked, however: Slion d not we as a pracuc.u 

mimist countries clo not have ^ such a^uni 1 ■ : .. Yugoslavia 
Poland each adhere to the traditional o-mile ? 53 

and Albania claim 10 miles. 
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SOOTH VIETNAMESE OPERATIONS 

Another point relating lo I".? hSS 

,,f - lu 7, nK f st f s; 1 ? ~ o G si "Nvn » - «».- 

l-rmr thereto, but, of I.iU. • ^ COI1PK . t0 d with certain 

activities <>£ South Vietnamese l>a- 

*? 7^4^' ‘ " o ” £ 

South Vietnamese in aii mfoimal • j n i csscr detail in 

attack on the Jfudcloo'. Ihe - u °j ' ' ‘ G, 1004. I pointed out 

my testimony before tins con nil < t-tce o - , Vietnamese to 

that these raids were a ^S^iStraliou of tlmir conn- 

counter anci retaliate against i • •» XortU Vietnam for the previ- 

been JanSed in South Vietnam during 

not know about the siirdfic boats. lo~itiiu;iU‘ and proiwr way to defend 

»«* ” w '"“ " “ 

TL>tor Mock, at the Waring on Attgrt*. 

question of a couiK'ctioulK’na '■ 1 u-liicli liiul occurred 

bombardment- c t» Jortl, Vn : 1 „„ JW „, ,„,<! I re- 

some two and a halt cia\n P . era. vo operations were sep- 

sponded that there was no conn • destroyers took no part 

4«* »“ l d !^£d,S V 5 US a a «";i»aVl.4 did ~t «.«* 

Solti. Vietnamese boats i» any -y. As I 

stated during the hearings : w0 umlewte .ia tl.at the South 

• • • as I reported to F™ '■.irtiei t • .,r ( .uml these islands and actmiUy 

bad any knowledge ot \- X .» yi c f Ul uncsc operations against 
islands or of any other ' llc awtire of the opera- 
te North Higher naval con m h uei • Conim;m d, Vietnam, 

« iiw. «-«» - 

and those operations. 

directions to t;.s. destroy krs 

Throughout the patrol Jc^he'lhs!* destroyers were 

later by the Maddox and * - , v hich would'lceon them from becoming 
directed to remain mw acre * Vietnamese activity. The rc- 

operationally involved ^^Jv^trol were such that, at one time, con- 

■ tSwSVS. U. th « » ***** 
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/of their type or of where or when they would he conducted. Indeed. 

' his hick of knowledge was such that, he mistakenly identified the 
•South Vietnamese craft returning from their operation of duly -l 

as Soviet P-G class bouts. , , . , , , , c 

In point of fact, our patrols and the shore bombardments by Sm h 
Vietnamese forces were separated in both tunc and space. V hen i South 
Vietnamese PTF’s bombarded the islands of lion Aicu and Hon Me 
on the night, of July 30-31. the, MmMox had not even commenced her 
patrol, and was at ‘least 130 miles to the southeast of the nearest of 
those islands. At the time of the attack on the J/mMo* on August 
2, the South Vietnamese boats had been back at their base in Da Aang 

for almost f>D hours. . . . . _ i , ,, , „ 

T 1 ear tied subsequent to my testimony, of August G, 1004, that an- 
other South Vietnamese bombardment took place on the night ot 
August n-4. At the time of that action, the Maddox and turner Joy 
won* at least TO miles to the northeast. The North Vietnamese at- 
tack oil MmMar and Turner Joy on the night of August 4 occurred 

some '2*2 hours later. . , . . . t in , . 

I think it important, too, in dealing with tins issue, to recall tnat 
the President had announced publicly on August * that our patrol 
. would continue and consist- of two destroyers. It- is dihlnult iO be- 
lieve, in the face of that announcement, ami its obvious ijiiipo.-c <)f 
asserting our right to freedom of the. seas, that even the Noitli ict- 
na m esc could connect, the patrol of the yfttJJo.r and lunger Joy 
with a South Vietnamese action taking place some TO miies away. 
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part plated by u.s. naval vessels 

Also fully explored at the time was the question whether the attacks 

on tho Maddox and Turner Joy were in °! v ° f J: fl ° u t h e 

lated to certain South Vietnamese naval activity w hick occuuocl in cue 
nSrl ' from Tufv 00 to \u«nist 4. As I stated then, and repeat now, 
our nlil vcils l)lavcd absolutely no part in, and were not associated 
with this activity There was then, and there is now, no question but 
that tho U.S. Government know, and that I l <n °' v I? or3C ||^£’ [iff 
eral nature o£ some countermeasures being iak.cn ; yy l , 

namesc in response to North Vietnam’s aggression. As I nuonae 
Con'rcs" the Imats utilised bv the South Vietnamese were financed by 
the United States. But T said then, and I repeat today, that the Maudox 
andthefcrir Joy did not participate in tho South Vietnamese 
activities that tliev had no knowledge of the details of these opcia- 
“on" and That in no M of tl.o wtd could they bo cons, doted to 

n£in the Sonnic debates, he <n, ij^H* 

^ncl °that^ thev 'were ’ “on tirclv' unconnected or unasso- 
dated with anv coastal fora'vs the South Viet namesc themselves may 
hare conducted Ho. was so informal and the information wan corn- 
pletcly accurate. When the South Vietnamese conducted the first of 
8Sr ivo naval operations against North Vietnamese targets during 
this period, the Maddox patrol had not. even begun and the ship was 
at least WO miles to the southeast. The attack on the • 

August 2 took place GO hours after completion of this South Me. 
namesc naval operation. When the South \ ictnamcsc boats conducted 
their second foray, the. Maddox and tho 1 urner Joy were at least <0 

nautical miles to the northeast. n Tf ■ , 

Senator Cask. I wonder if you could go a little more smwh. It is a 
little hard to understand. 

Secretary McNamara. T es. , , 

. Tho attack made against them on August 4 was almost a uill day- 

after this second South Vietnamese operation. 

The facts thus show today, as they showed years « e o, that at- 
tacks occurred against our ships both on August - and - ,j 

that we had available to us incontrovertible evidence of these atfck.-> 
when the decision was made to make our limited and measmecl tc- 
sponsc, and that these attacks were in no sense provoked or justified 
l>v any participation or association of our ships with South V letnameso 
naval operations. I would like briefly to review these facts with you. 
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